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Sailing to New Horizons

Minister of Education, Dr. Ying-Yao Cheng

In response to the rapidly flourishing global cultural and creative industries, Taiwan has strived to promote the cultivation of talent in art and design since 2003, aiming
to establish the Republic of China’s (R.0.C., Taiwan) reputation for creativity on the world stage. In 2005, the Ministry of Education initiated the Incentive Program for
Encouraging University and College Students to Participate in International Art and Design Contests. Importantly the International Design Competition (IDC) was launched
in 2006, continuously cultivating and developing design education. Over the past 19 years, our students have won a total of 1,901 international awards, with prize money
amounting to NT$ 92.02 million and with more than 62 universities and colleges across the R.0.C., Taiwan participating. This competition strongly supports building a thriving

educational ecosystem.

This program aims to promote design literacy, making design an integral part of everyday life, and encouraging students to participate in international competitions.
Taiwanese students have showcased exceptional design soft power on the global stage, honing their skills through experiences in this competition. Upon graduation,
they continue to make an impact in industries and academia, passing on the torch of design excellence. They give back to the academic community and nurture the next

generation, injecting fresh vitality into the R.0.C., Taiwan design education while contributing to the continuous cultivation and development of culture and design.

Talent is the foundation of a nation’s strength, and culture is the root of its soul. Looking ahead, we hope students will embrace passion, dare to explore, and set sail with

creativity, navigating toward the wider world. Together, we will create a new chapter for Taiwanese design, infusing the field with boundless creativity.




- |DCES 2024

HESRBBRESMERA R ERERRENE

stEGTTEMR

ok

TE4IE

KAFE 2003 FHMKES SUEAIEEX) BER > HhHEHEE '2MEARSASIESHE) » SlkRE RBBESMEN
BEEHERIRHREE) - WERAERZERE KERGRIERHEIATIES) ZBR > NREMEARFEHATIES
BIFRE - IR FEREM AR B RERLBZN AT - (REESEARREEM LR R PEEBR2 NEPRLE - BURE
BEIANZMM RS LEERERY R 2RI ERE2E2MARS N ARERBSHERRE - TEABBREER2EZHE

“Award Incentive Program for Encouraging University/College Students to Participate in International Art
and Design Contests” by the Ministry of Education

Synopsis and Achievements of the Project

Origins of the Project

Since 2003, the government has been implementing policies to promote Taiwan’s cultural and creative industries. As part of the plan, the Ministry of Education
launched “The Project of Art and Design Talent Cultivation,” which includes “The Award Incentive Program for Encouraging University/College Students to Participate
in International Art and Design Contests.” This project aims to achieve the goal of art and design talent cultivation in universities and colleges, nurture international
art and design talent, and connect this pool of talent with the international community by encouraging university and college students to compete in international
competitions. Therefore, incentives are offered to encourage art and design students in Taiwan to participate in international competitions. In doing so, they can learn
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Step 1: Visit the official website of “International Design Competition”
(http://www.moe-idc.org/)
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Step 2: Click on the “Download” section

as they prepare for the competitions, improve their art and design works, develop a global perspective, and enhance their professionalism.

Achievements

1. Promotion of International Art and Design Competitions, Maintenance
of Talent Database, and Introduction Files of International Art and
Design Competitions Available for Download

The most immediate and direct way to promote international art and design
competitions is through the official website of IDC. In addition to the existing
database of international competitions, a list of previous winners and award-
winning works was included in 2013, making it a platform for exchange and
collaboration between industry and academia. Moreover, the introduction files
of international art and design competitions have been available for download
since 2016. These files encompass detailed introduction of each international
competition in the IDC project, including the basic information of the competition,
the submission rules for this year, the list of award-winning works last year, and
other previous award-winning works that were granted by IDC.

About the “Introduction Files of International Competitions”
In the table under “The Award Incentive Program for Encouraging

University/College Students to Participate in International Art and Design
Contests by the Ministry of Education,” you can find the 60 international

competitions that are included in this program. In addition, we provide
Chinese translation of the information about each international
competition on the official website of the program and in the special issue
of each year to help participants understand better. In the introduction
file of each international competition, there are four sections: (1) Basic
information about the competition, including introduction, eligibility,
fees, categories, etc. (2) Current submission rules: The competition may
adjust its rules or set a theme for each year. The submission deadline
and judging schedule are also included in this section. (3) Review of
previous award-winning works: This helps participants understand the
style and context of the competition. (4) Review of previous award-
winning works supported by the program: This helps teachers reflect
upon the current development and results of Taiwan's design education.
The program team has created introduction files for all 60 international
design competitions listed in the table and they are available on the
official website for teachers and competition participants. To browse and
download the files, please visit the “Download”section of the“International
Design Competition” website. (http://www.moe-idc.org/Download/
TeachArchive)

Steps to browse or download the “Introduction Files of International Competitions”

- IDC
N Trean i

[T [ [ L T

e ———- 1 Nl 0|

WETd ERAFET SR EENRER

RREEEE

SER3 B TRERSER) HE - MECHEREYN TERHRIE ER RS TE
Step 3: On the “Introduction Files of International Competitions” page, click on the icon of the international competition that you'd like to learn more about
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2. Reviewing of the Scholarship for International Art and Design

Competitions

Since the project was launched in 2005, the number of international
competition winners has been increasing: 22 in 2006, 45 in 2007, 64 in
2008, and 71 in 2009. There were 61 winners in 2010, including one for
Gold Award, two for Silver Award, and eight for Bronze Award. The project
welcomed three Gold Award winners in the following year. In 2012, a total
of 96 works passed the reviewing process with one Gold Award winner and
ten Bronze Award winners. The project celebrated a successful year in 2013
with the first Grand Prix as well as one Silver Award winner and nine Bronze
Award winners. As of 2014, a total of 59 recipients were winners of Bronze
or higher awards. The number increased to 75 the next year, and rose to 98
in 2016. In the same year, the project welcomed award-winning students
from seven new universities and colleges, making it a total of 44 award-
winning universities and colleges. In 2017, 91 works passed the reviewing
process and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze and higher
awards increased to 110. In 2018, the project established the category of
architecture and landscape design and welcomed award-winning students
from seven more universities and colleges. A total of 118 works passed the
reviewing process that year and the accumulated number of recipients of
Bronze and higher awards increased to 118. The project set up the category
of fashion design in 2019. A total of 166 works passed the reviewing process
in the same year and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze and
higher awards increased to 133. In 2020, a total of 141 works passed the
reviewing process and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze
and higher awards increased to 151. In 2021, a total of 213 works passed
the reviewing process and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze
and higher awards increased to 188. In 2022, a total of 113 works passed
the reviewing process and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze
and higher awards increased to 204. In 2023, a total of 202 works passed
the reviewing process and the accumulated number of recipients of Bronze
and higher awards increased to 223. The project also welcomed five other
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award-winning universities to the bunch. (For more information, please refer
toTableland2.)

Ever since the launch of this project, the number of award-winning
Taiwanese students in international competitions has been growing steadily
every year. This shows how universities and colleges have been paying
attention to the promotion of design education in Taiwan over the years.
In 2024, 197 works applied for the scholarship, 156 of which passed the
reviewing process with 1 Gold Award winner, 1 Silver Award winner, and 15
Bronze Award Winners. As of 2024, a total of 240 recipients were winners of
Bronze or higher awards from 62 universities and colleges in Taiwan. (For
more information, please refer to Chart 1to 3.)

Taiwanese students are showing their talent in the international design
scene and starting to be recognized for their outstanding performances.
These award-winning works get more than just the attention from
fundraising platforms. These students are also invited to work with
businesses in the industry or even start their own businesses. Some works
have been commercialized and are currently on the market. It shows that
this project has been playing a significant role in bolstering Taiwan’s art
design and cultural creation.

. Holding Award Ceremony and Press Conference on Achievements

On December 22th, 2023 (Fri.) and December 6th, 2024 (Fri.), in the
National Central Library International Convention Center 3F, this
project held an annual awards ceremony and press conference on the
achievement of 2023 and 2024, and invited the officials of Ministry of
Education, the advisory committee of this project, and experts and
scholars from industry and academia to attend as guests and award
presenters. In addition to the interviewers of various print media, IDC also
organized an exhibition so that all the winning entries would be displayed,
and their opportunities of exposure could increase.
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8= 11,901 BRI RE G 0 240 HFEFIAE L L5RIA
Chart2: 1,901 Award-winning Works in International Competitions, 240 of Which Were Winners of Bronze or Higher Awards
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4. Organizing “The Power of Asian Design” to expand Taiwanese Students’
Horizons

“The Power of Asian Design” was first held in 2014 and this year marks the
ninth year of the event. (Please refer to Table 3) Teachers and students who
want to improve their design skills have spoken highly of the event. Over
the past eight years, we had the honor to have invited several international
design masters to share their insights and help build Taichung the design
capital of Taiwan, including Tokoro Asao from Japan, the designer of the
official 2020 Olympic emblem; Katsumi Asaba from Japan, Art Director of
Katsumi Asaba Design Studio; Lee Soon In from South Korea, Senator of
World Design Organization (WDO); Pradyumna Vyas from India, Director of
National Institute of Design (NID); Kan, Tai-Keung from Hong Kong, Founder
of KL&K Creative Strategics; and Namfon Laistrooglai from Thailand, Director
of River Museum, Iconsiam.

The 11th edition of “The Power of Asian Design” International Design
Seminar and Workshop was held on September 27th to 29th, 2024 at National
Library of Public Information and Asia University. We invited international
design masters to share their design perspectives and local experiences, host
an international design workshop for each group, and provide guidance and
reviews for design students. These international design masters include:
Norito Shinmura, Graphic Designer of Garden Inc.; Sunghoon Kim, Founder
and Graphic Designer of hej; Manabu Tago, President and Art Director of
MTDO Inc.; Celine Ng, Founder of Fraction Design Studio; Su Eing Chee,
President of Design Business Chamber Singapore (DBCS); Lu Lu Cheung,
Chief Design and Chairperson of Rolls Group Limited.

Over the past eleven years, “The Power of Asian Design” has invited 71
international designers from 20 countries and regions to this annual
tradition. This year, the international design seminar welcomed more than
300 attendees from 42 universities. The international design workshop this
year was held at Asia University, where the international design masters
helped guide students from brainstorming to prototyping. The workshop
succeeded in introducing students to international design perspectives

R— THEDRMHBESMENRRHEERR TS 2006 F ~ 2024 FREHR

and enhancing the quality of design education in Taiwan. This year, a total
of 134 students from 51 universities representing the category of visual
communication design, product design, architectural and interior design, and
fashion design managed to present 111 works at the end of the workshop.
Something worth mentioning is that not only college and universities students
attended this year’s workshop, but we also added a design education platform
where teachers and international designers could interact and exchange ideas.
Through the exchange between different cultures, we hope to come together
as a formidable power of design, make an impact on the world, and leave more
legacy and stories to share.

5. The Design Inheritance and Promotion Program’s “Design Plows Deep X
Design Takes Root” Offering a Platform for More Learning and Exchange

One decade can make a huge difference. If we look at the students who once
participated in international design competitions and received grants, it turns
out that many of them have now become part of the new generation force of
design in the industry and academia. Launched in 2018, “Design Plows Deep
X Design Takes Root” has included 7 keynote forums, 94 on-campus forums,
and 2 workshops over the past five years. In total, 129 designers have served as
design inheritance instructors, and 10,852 people have participated in this series
of events. (For more information, please refer to Table 4.) The invited instructors
cover various fields, including industrial design, visual communication, digital
animation, craft design, exhibition planning, project management, etc. The
inheritance instructors are designers who have been review committee
members of IDC, jurors of Taiwan International Student Design Competition,
representatives of design associations in Taiwan, designers recommended by
design associations, or young designers who have received grants from IDC over
the past ten years. This series of events integrates resources from the Ministry of
Education’s “The Project of Art and Design Talent Cultivation,” collaborates with
Taiwan Amoeba Design Association, and invites young designers who previously
participated in IDC to organize forums and workshops. In doing so, the younger
generation of art and design talent can pass down the design energy of Taiwan
and the series of events can serve as a platform for young designers and design
students to learn and exchange ideas.

Table 1: “The Award Incentive Program for Encouraging University/College Students to Participate in International Art and Design Contests” by the Ministry of

Education: Data of Grants from 2006 to 2024
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6. Publishing a Special Issue of Award-Winning Works in International
Competitions

Each year, IDC publishes a special issue of award-winning works in
international competitions. In addition to providing information about
international competitions that encompass graphic design, product
design, digital animation, techno-craft design, architecture and landscape
design, fashion design, etc., IDC invites experts and scholars to write
about how to prepare for international competitions. Students with
award-winning works in international competitions are also invited to
share their creative concepts and experiences. Other contents include
a review of the planned activities for the current year, and the incentive
rules, items, and regulations for international competitions.

~

. Establishing “The Platform for Art and Design Universities and Colleges”

Over the years, the official website of IDC has been providing design
information for teachers and students in universities and colleges.
We aspire to be the very best platform for art and design high schools
and above. Therefore, “The Platform for Art and Design Universities
and Colleges” was established in 2021. It provides information about
students’ graduation exhibitions or other design exhibitions and helps
these university events receive more publicity. It is expected to make
information about design activities all over Taiwan more accessible for
teachers and students.

(=]

. IDC Looking Forward to Its Nineteenth Year: 1,901 Award-winning Works
in International Competitions With a Total Prize Money of NT$92,021,500
Granted

This year marks the nineteenth year of “The Award Incentive Program for
Encouraging University/College Students to Participate in International
Art and Design Contests” by the Ministry of Education (IDC). As of now,
Taiwanese students have won 1,901 international design awards, a total
of prize money of NT$92,021,500 has been granted, and the number of
participating schools has reached 62. This project aspires to help more
Taiwanese students present their works on the international stage,
sharpen their skills, and increases the visibility of each student’s elaborate
works.
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28 IR — TSR BRI SRS EAREEIREE R EAERT -

F AR INEISH R RS 2

RPIMETEREBIFEENANAERBL XE—EMITE2TE - METRERE
BENERNEHE 55 28 2EFR) - —BHLURK > FISERN SRR
BB RAESBEERIEHER LN B RSENER TEMEMR
RIMFERS » W EEARBHEEBRRILE R « DE&WIVHENRILEE » RATR
—EEERN—EECHEREER > BREENEE  BIFREANMNEEEMEE
B CRUEBAREHE - fRT TEBEREA DU B BEE  B-EHEER
EREE 1EE  HEIFBEFHNERIIR |
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- BT AREERE 5Tk Club Mad 4 RELLED

- Mary Kay fREESETABE —TE

CRIBARERFAE - RAENISE L

- FAIRS B Rt — BB IRES

- Data Meta — 2B &HNIZABEERIZARERFHEE

2021

- BB @A Club Kids 125 E445

- Chimera JREI T M5t AE—TE

C BRI AREES AR T AE

2022

- Graduate Fashion Week —Z /{3

- BRI EER - AE

- BB RS AR R IR — R E

2023

- iD International Emerging Designer Awards —
First Prize

EKBIERED  RREENRFZINERE?
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BOEESRER SRR G S > B BRI EE RS > WRMESNETSHE ; #R
BRTHERTEEBIREAE  GREHEE  H8FR « BiRAWR - wiasE
B > (ERRAIBRIRIER R RE 7 B HIBEER - hBREIMEIE » SELFEBBIC
IBREELOIREN o

HEEGERIDEE - HIERRRHZREARER?

BREMAEHSENEENMERERE OARRE » BRIRRERAMEHER » TR
FHERETERE A IEBEERKE > EnERREFINIVA LIRKAN - RRES
RE ~ —RETHIRAERE - BETEER  BRIERMNANES | BERITEER
EFMESEEETER —— R EmIVRRS « RREREE - URAIBEZES > BRI
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- UX Design Awards - New Talent

- Indigo Design Award - Gold

- The Stanford Center on Longevity Design - 3rd
Place

- MUSE Design Awards - Gold

- Red Dot Award Brands & Communication
Design - Winner

- B —RESSFEILE - Silver
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2023 New York Art Directors Club

2023 {EHE] iF &5t
2023 iF Design Award

FABE Peng, Hsi-Ju
B&SafE Yen, Pin-Chia

iF Design Award Annual Awards (ADC)
$R751R4% Silver Cube
.
Z% Lee, Chin b 1
FRE Sung, Chen-Yi 315 Cai, Rong-Yi
“EEHE Shen, Yu-Hsuan TS Ting, Pei-Ling
FIEHE Dai, Zhi-Lin
EmBE
(e CAMBIAR- % Bh#s1a
RS Cambiar-Mobility Wheelchair
The Red Turtle Cake
TAAEERR
BRI T EMBI AL
BIRERMEIEA TR
HIBRHR RS THERR
BIFfTER 5T 20
LRt R ISR E
£2%F Cai, Deng-Chuan
RGBT
it @ Chen, Shih-Lun
it fEmil =
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o RILAEEUSBAESE  URRBEEMENE SSRRERENANES AR BEARBNAR  RERSEESNERSET L WRBNHIEEINZR2EN > BEAERS
BRHT ERBENZENOEER - BB AGSHEEREAERITIRE
2023 {2 iF 5% 2023 RAZMTHEEH & FELR
2023 iF Design Award 2023 New York Art Directors Club
iF Design Award Annual Awards (ADC)
{BR1E Merit
.
SEHEB Wu, Hsuan-Yu i .

224318 Cai, Rong-Yi
TS Ting, Pei-Ling

BIBI Sun, Yi-Mei

EmB1B
{EmBiE CAMBIAR- BH{T8Z
1ERLE Cambiar-Mobility Aids Climbing
Plant Science
AR
FREREAR T EMBE AL
MESRVEEA e
EEL o T¥EX R
BT R
BIFTERRE R IR E
£2%F Cai, Deng-Chuan
ISEET
258k Cheng, Chu-Yu
et Emit=
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25T Liu, Pei-Ling
EFE Huang, Lin-Chien
FREBHE Xu, Yu-Shan
B0\ Tan, Xin-Yu
EIFHE Huang, Zhi-Lin
S&MT Wu, Yun-Hang

EmBTE

Kt ee
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Salt Bathed in the Sun
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REFERR

REE
#3E&8(8 Yang, Chao-Fu

S
ZEZ Lee, Chin
FIEHH Dai, Zhi-Lin

fEmais
BT R E S
Chinese Herbal Medicine
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BRSSP EEA
BOERE RS
BIFTRR ST

SRR R
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Rttt & Chen, Shih-Lun
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{EmiES
RMBEINERTHENRE > ALEAZRERTERAEERE - ROFZEHFERT
RELEEHE  BERTSEEELUTRFRRERDNME XL » ENHEEFERENE
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JHEUE Hung, Min-Rung
3RI&Z Chang, Lo-Chen
#8540 Yang, Chin-Ru
EBSZfR Chiu, Chieh-Hsin

EmBHE
EIER
Paper House

EERFEEA
BRI RS
EERIESER

REBERTR

f5EEm
#BEH Lai, Yueh-Hsing
25PH Wu, Shou-Che

S 1

#4E23& Chao, Hsueh-Cheng
=1328 Lu, Bo-Cong

SA R Yang, Yu-Sheng
ERTE Fu, Jia-Bao

=#& Huang, Lei

fEmais
EhmEE
Music in the Traditional Market

EESREEZEA
EERZASE
EERIEREN

REBERR

S
=ARF Huang, Yu-Sheng
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2023 EEIAIRY R S AR
2023 Red Dot Award: Design Concept
R{E%511% Best of the Best
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k& Chen, Wei

ZRE MR Guo, Jia-Xin
EHA Wang, Li-Jen
BE= & Lung, Ting-Chun
2= Lee, Yuan-Chieh

EmBiB
BEAEZRAKZS
Wise Decision

BERAEE
E E AR AR
Bt

TEestRAIMREHRLIH

SR
EER Zheng, Meng-Cong

2023 EEIATRY R S AR
2023 Red Dot Award: Design Concept
#1%43% Red Dot
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E55EZ Chien, Yu-Chieh
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2023 EEATRY AR A HEE AR
2023 Red Dot Award: Design Concept
41%43% Red Dot
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BREIE Chen, Yu-Ting
#MFEL Lin, Zhong-Wei
EE9Z Hsueh, Kai-Chieh
EE)TF Chang, Hsun-Yu

EmBTE
FEIEFT
Tea Seedling Pots

TSR

B EILHBE AL
AXEH R
SRS KRR

IR EL
Z=gi5tt Li, Kai-Chu

2023 EEATRY AR A HE S AR
2023 Red Dot Award: Design Concept
41%43% Red Dot
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B5E Zeng, Guan-Ying
3R A2 Zhang, Yue-Xin
2582 Wu, Pei-Han
ZHRIX Liang, Yu-Wun
Z§iHA Li, Yu-Chen
%16 Chen, Jun-You

EmB1B
Handmade Natural Class
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REBERF
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BREXE Chen, Cheng-Chang
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2023 {EEAT RS SHIT S KR

2023 Red Dot Award. Design Concept
41 254% Red Dot
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ZIBE Tsai, Sung-Ai

fEmBE

SEMAEEIRARTENIE R

Prinx-3D Printed Modular Re-Entrant
Structures Lamp
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HEAS
R

THEEMRTER

g E
B ERY) Tseng, Shi-Kai

2023 {EEAT RS SIS KR

2023 Red Dot Award. Design Concept
41 254% Red Dot
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MEZFE Lin, Jung-Sheng
1585 Yu, Ching
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Unitstick
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IS E
FMEES8 Shih, Huang-Hsu
S£RAES Yu, Neng-Hao
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2023 Red Dot Award: Design Concept
41244% Red Dot
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5RZ72% Chang, Yen-Chi
% AA Yang, Guan-Ming

[F e
TRREEIRISHEE
RTV-Rapid Treatment Vehicle

RIS
BB AR
R

RETHR

fEGEM
HREFNB Lin, Shih-Hsu
2155 Liu, Jia-Sheng
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SEEHE Shen, Yu-Hsuan
HBE Deng, Yun

FREGE Chen, Yi-Chieh
%725 Chen, Yen-Chi
KMEZEZ Shi, Ding-Cheng
B Tsui, Ya-Zhu

EmBiB
Fruit Forever
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BOREREEEA
IR AR
Al EH R
SIRERE R

Eit e ]
FRit @ Chen, Shih-Lun
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BEHFe Chen, Xiang-Ling
FR{AIE Chen, Pei-Chi
EEIE Ma, Ruo-Xuan

EmBiB
AEEHTE
Taiwan Seafood
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IR AR
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ERtt @ Chen, Shih-Lun
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MEM) RAGENSE REAGESEHE ) LSRR > BERESEARKIEREREN
HIERE
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=T Lee, Yi-Fang
3RBAE Zhang, Yi-Ning
EFTL18 Cheng, Nai-Wei

FmBE

BRHIKRREN - FEE
Classic Landscape Design Limited
Edition-Early Spring Picture

TREDRR
BIRBRTEEA
HIERR RS
Al¥raREt R0
SIRERER

IS EL
ERitE @ Chen, Shih-Lun
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2UZE4F Liu, Xin-Yu

EmBTHE
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Domestic Violence
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FEE84E Suei, Fu-Nien
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365 RaEERARE
365 Days Taiwanese Foods Calendar

sHiRE
ZARE
AIBRE S

BIRRERT BRI

{5GE
B KEE Tang, Hsiao-Ting

L .

BXiHE, Ou, Po-Chen

BRBRE Chen, Ying-Hsuan
SRR Chang, Chen-Hsiang

=

=E2E Huang, Sheng-Wen
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ATTABU

sHiRg
A
AR

RAFERSER

g E
REER Chu, Ting-Yi
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&= Chan, Yi-Jeng
EFEE X Hsu, Hsin-Yun
FEE18 Wang, Jia-Yi
ARRRE Lin, Hsin-Yu

fEmaE
BErE
Best Herb in Dihua

AR
R A
R

RAFERS R
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5REX#E Chang, Sheng-Chuan
(%72 Chen, Chien-Hsun

ZIE Lee, Cheng-Ta
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=45 LN, TzuYi
RE A Wu, Xuan-Rong
FFEA Xu, Ci-Rong
SIS Jiang, Pei-Yi

(k=T
BHArES

Herding Those Things Together
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(%72 Chen, Chien-Hsun
5RE%#E Chang, Sheng-Chuan
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#1540 Hsiao, Chiao-Ju

fEmaiB
RERK
All From Water

BRI
T BT RA
s
B BRI

{5
&R Lin, Chun-Liang

S 1

B4R Kuo, Yi-Chen
MBS Lin, YuYin
BEZ Wu, Yun-Cih

EmB1B
=EEEE
The Complexity of Mien

e Em

f=BE#E Hou, Hsiao-Pei
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[%AR%E Chen, Yu-Qiao
EEREH Liao, Ting-Yu
EIVE Tsao, Wen-Hsuan
BE KBS Lan, Yu-Ching

EmBTB
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Adventure of Aiyu Jelly
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SRS

I E

£t ]
REE Chu, Ting-Yi
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EBFEF Teng, Yu-Hsuan
B Pan, Jing-Zhi
BRIAE Chen, Po-Jui

EmBiE
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Two Face Noodles
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SRS

RIS R
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77 B2 Fang, Hsiao-Wei
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2022 {EEALRS

ah® EFIER T KR
2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design
e .
Red Dot Junior Prize
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BR321% Chen, Yi-Ling
BRER#L Chen, Pin-Ling
fAIIRE He, Xin-Rong
BRATZ Chen, Hong-Jie

EmBTE
ZIRFR
Laundry Clinic

TAEERE
ERMEAS
REtB

REFERF

B
=2 E Ching, An-Hui
=IB1~ Huang, Wei-Jen

2022 {EEIATRS

mhd EFER 5T AL
2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

B {E:8511% Best of the Best
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E2874M Tsai, Shu-Shan
FRRA Chang, Jia-Rong
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BEBRAIRIT
SCENT-Traveling Taiwan by Smell
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2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

41 253% Red Dot
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BRI Chen, Yu-Ting
R Lin, Zhong-Wei
EZH)Z Hsueh, Kai-Chieh
3R Chang, Yen

TRABZ Sun, Yu-Chieh
EEhF Chang, Hsun-Yu

EmBIB
BEYENH
Mask Printer
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EIEIEHERE
AXEM S
BB R 2R
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Z=$i51T Li, Kai-Chu
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m b EFIER T AR
2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

41 %453% Red Dot

i J.

3R Chang, Yen

BRI Chen, Yu-Ting
TRABZ Sun, Yu-Chieh
EZ4)Z Hsueh, Kai-Chieh
#EhF Chang, Hsun-Yu
L Lin, Zhong-Wei
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VT BEER IR &
IVT-Intelligent Vision Test
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AXEM SR
BMRET R 2R
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Z=$iE51T Li, Kai-Chu
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2022 {EEIATRS

mhd EFER T AL
2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

#1253% Red Dot
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MRS Lin, Zhong-Wei
BREE Chen, Yu-Ting
E&8)Z Hsueh, Kai-Chieh
5R# Chang, Yen

JRARE Sun, Yu-Chieh
EEhF Chang, Hsun-Yu
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Hyper Care
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ZE§EH Li, Kai-Chu
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2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

#1253% Red Dot

L

E£Y)2 Hsueh, Kai-Chieh
EREFE Chen, Yu-Ting
3R4F Chang, Yen

HAHEZ Sun, Yu-Chieh
EEhF Chang, Hsun-Yu
MR, Lin, Zhong-Wei
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2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

41 %453% Red Dot
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##EF 4 Allan Chung
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Two Sides of the Same Object
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2N X Liang, Yo-Wen

2022 {EEI4TRL

b EFER 5T AL
2022 Red Dot Award: Brands &
Communication Design

41 %453% Red Dot
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KL Guo, Yu-Ting
ZKE Chin, Yung-Hsien
SFIBRR Hsu, Ching-Hsin
JHEEEE Yu, Chia-Ni
205 Chen, Zi-Yin
F£58 Wang, Jyun-Ying
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Ocean Bomb
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225 Lju, I-Tsen
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FIFEZ Ke, Ying-Rong
2|ZREE Liu, Chen-Ni
#REK¥#L Hsu, Chia-Ling
FFXAR Syu, Wun-Sin
SimE Gao, Wan-Sin
BBA{E Yan, You-Ru
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Explore Old Place Names in Taiwan
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BRELS Chen, Cheng-Chang
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BRME Su, Wei

#EE0 Cheng, Wen-Hsin
FMOEHE Lim, Ze-Leng
FAFA0 Lin, Zih-Yu
AR Lin, Yu-Lun
BREESE Chen, Yu-Ting
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Microbe Island
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R4 Lu, Chien-Sheng
8 Zheng, Zhi-Hong
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FER4% Hsu, Yin-Chun
MILYM Lin, Ling-Ju
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Night Courier
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SEAR{E Shen, Yu-Chia
ARERYN Lin, Jia-Ru
ST Xu, Pei-Yu
BRI5%5% Ou, Qiao-Yuan
#3/E Yang, Yan

ZBHIBE Guo, Yu-Shuain
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Natural Filter - Exploring the Special
World of the Colourblind
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ZEE Cheng, Shu-Chen
= kH Lu, Yi-Shan
2I%FE Liu, Xiao-Tong
HHEE Xie, Shu-Hua
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Fungal Research Room
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MER4E Lin, Yun-|

=15 Huang, Yu-Quiao
K% Yo, Cai-Zhen

Al %8 He, Wei-Jie
2 Zheng, You-Yu
fS§IMEA Chien, Pei-Ching
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Dietary Combined Taboos
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EliSets o

REBERFF

SEEM
R Cheng, Chung-Yi
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STRREE Chiang, Shin-Ying
S84 Wu, Chao-Wei
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2024 {EE iF 24 811R
2024 iF Design Student Award
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2024 New York Art Directors Club
Annual Awards (ADC)
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2024 New York Art Directors Club 2023 The Architecture MasterPrize (AMP)
Annual Awards (ADC) Best of Best
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ERFA3Z Qiu, Bo-Wen
REH Wu, Yu-Chi
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Since the industrialization, internationalization, and connection and catching-up with the western world during the Japanese
colonial period, the profession of “design” has had more than a century of development in Taiwan. According to traditional
construction or engineering development norms, “design” was not categorized as mainstream or core value; this is primarily a
result of historical conventions and implicit agreements passed down from the past. After the Fine Art Exhibition mechanism
was introduced from the West during the Japanese colonial period, many people interested in fine art, general art, etc. began
to engage in related activities, and learn skills from the masters. Affected by positive trends that encouraged art-lovers to strive
for honors, a fashion was formed; many women artists with aesthetics and arts potential were cultivated.

As viewed from the perspective of traditional Chinese culture, “design” was a trivial, insignificant skill. With the feudalistic
system, there existed many pre-set “rules and standards” for each social class’s food, clothing, housing, transport, education,
and leisure activities. This included dimensions, overall scale, colors, materials, etc., and specially architectural styles and
interior fittings (including all kinds of everyday-living-related interior design, item placement, decoration, accessories, décor,
etc.). In other words, given these cultural backgrounds, there was no such thing as a “designer”. There were only different levels
of artisans and crafters who followed systematic rules/standards to create “physical works”. And these have continued to
influence the living quality, spatial characteristics, and cultural literacy of ethnically Chinese people to this day.

However, industrialization triggered rapid urban and rural development, making it necessary to strike a balance between
tradition and modern technology. To put it another way, the profession of “design” itself has its cultural, geographic, and
historic development context; it did not fall down from the sky ex nihilo. From a global viewpoint, international design
competitions encourage students and artists to participate in international competitions, where participants exchange ideas
with and get inspiration from each other. This improves the meanings and practical nurturing for “design”, opens aesthetic
perceptions and qualities, and creates associated economic benefits. These should be the core values of contemporary Design
Competitions.

There now exist numerous design-related competitions and exhibitions around the globe, ranging from small daily events
to large public facilities and urban/rural construction projects. In this context, the role of the designer has transitioned
from that of an inheritor of tradition, to a provider of design that meets modern society’s needs - needs that it can’t just
be easy to use and look nice, but that it comply with the world’s latest 2050 net-zero carbon emissions standards. Thus, a
“competition”, by its essence, plays a role as a leading pioneer, exploring possibilities in the most forward-thinking issues.
Incorporating elements such as “low carbon”, “low impact”, and “low load” into design can result in upgrading, circulation,
and renewability for production process and material uses. It can also manifest local cultural and humanistic characteristics. In
this way, a completely new vision for Design Competitions can be formed - a vision with both extreme challenges, and heavy
responsibilities to bear.

Based on this perspective, a broader spectrum can easily be formed for international design competitions. They should span
traditionally-defined industrial product design; intangible public spatial design; infrastructure design; and diverse solutions,
all in response to global climate change, pandemic outbreaks, natural disasters, societal/human rights, housing justice, etc.
That is why, based on my professional and participatory experiences, when | have the opportunity and ability to assist young
designers to join international design competitions, | set no limits on the possibilities. | particularly encourage young designers
to participate in competitions with broader spectrums and diverse influences. This also implies that design teams need multi-
disciplinary, multi-disciplinary and diversified integration abilities.

The points listed below should be considered when designers are faced with current global environmental change issues:
Opening and elevating teachers’/students’ views

Many competitions organized in Taiwan are still focused on traditional graphic or industrial design, for which detailed SOPs
have been established and handed down from the past. However, as indicated in the process of global design development,
the materials used for design works are rapidly changing, and the product value to be achieved is not only limited to visual
pleasantness, but also responsibility for the planet’s resources. Therefore, design themes should be further broadened to
incorporate Futurity into design. In fact, with the rapid pace of global change, the “future” can be tomorrow, or today, or even
this very moment.

Encouraging joint participation by students in different specializations, departments, and even ages

Design is a very special combination of creativity. The final result of a design should not be just a “dead” object exhibited
in a museum or gallery. The work should be able to be industrially produced, and should be able to solve issues or meet
needs that it is designed for. In addition to the improvement of overall aesthetic presentation, design should also provide
multi-disciplinary services for non-traditional or atypical elite-type design works. For example, to achieve the goal of plastic
reduction, we should use reed stalks or other degradable plant-based materials to make straws. Therefore, designers should
collaborate with professionals in ecology and biology to find solutions for all supply and demand conditions; the solutions may
be low-cost ones, and may be achievable via low-level technology.

A design course can be about a “program”, not just a “department”

Taking the specialization of landscape design as an example, such design requires a basis in both natural (ecological)
science and social (humanistic) science; and it has to incorporate engineering technology and artistic aesthetics for the
final work to help users or consumers experience “pleasantness” and a “sense of reality”. To achieve this goal, schools
should introduce more sources of inspiration into their curriculum design, and no be limited to just “design techniques”.
History, literature, music, dance, ecology, geography, etc. are all essential sources of inspiration, specially ecology and
environmental aesthetics. It is necessary to open up design learners’ senses and nourish them with real contents for the
physical and chemical effects of design to be generated through communication and inclusion to achieve Meaningful works.
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Organizations in Taiwan often hold international

design competitions. However, many of
the competitions have been suspended, or
agreements terminated, due to certain political
factors. This deserves deep contemplation by
domestic design professionals.
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Specialized multi-disciplinary, interdepartmental
participation should be a new trend and indicator
for design teaching in the future.

Industry-academia collaboration and international exchange are essential to cultivate designers

Participation in Competitions is only one process for student cultivation, not an end goal. The inspirations that can truly help
designers continuously and voluntarily enhance their own quality and enrich their inner selves come from participation in
in-person domestic/international workshops. Only when designers comprehensively experience varied external, humanistic,
geographic conditions can meaningful, unique design works be induced.

The principle of “Form follows function” is classical thinking only; it is not supported by meaningful contents. External forms
cannot meet people’s needs and bring wellbeing to humanity. This fact should be particularly emphasized when passing on
experience to design learners.

On-campus emphasis should be on Joint Studio

In addition to collaboration and exchange taking place within a single college, opportunities should also be made available
for students of different colleges who are interested in design. Students from departments of electrical engineering, chemical
engineering, textile engineering, agricultural engineering, etc. have their own fundamental training, and possess unique
aesthetic senses based on their specialized knowledge. Since the needs of today’s society are not growing in a linear way,
through the Joint Studio, inter-college and interdepartmental communication and exchange can be facilitated. Students
can then be benefited, and faculty members’ narrow thinking can be opened up. This is not an easy task, but it is one we
should begin. The College of Environmental Design at Chinese Culture University established an architecture/urban planning/
landscape Joint Studio, from which students and faculty members all obtained much knowledge, experience and inspiration.

Judging panels need to think bigger and have broader minds

As a member of a Judging Panel, one should have a broader mind, knowledge spectrum, and views. For example, we learned
a lot from developing countries when serving as judges for the International Carbon-reduction Product Design Competition
hosted by the National Geographic Society. Although the design works, which were created with limited resources and funds
under unfavorable living conditions, did not look fancy, they still fully demonstrated local humanistic and cultural essences.
They also demonstrated a firm sense of responsibility to solve problems and improve people’s lives. These works were really
touching and impressive. That is to say, as an international judging panel member, one should not have a sense of superiority
built based on the culture and technology level of one’s own country. Instead, one should humble oneself and learn from
traditional wisdom.

Similarly, judges invited for Taiwan’s international design competitions are not necessarily limited to “famous experts”. This is
because many geographical or climate characteristics are in fact not able to be judged and recognized within a short period of
time. This paradox can be observed in many of Taiwan’s international design competition works where many advantages as
well as disadvantages were contained.

Accepting and respecting each culture is an essential aspect of professional ethics, and a responsibility that an international
judging panel member must fulfill, to avoid misleading young students’ objective understanding of the thinking and practice
ability required for “design”.
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Through the participation in student design

competitions hosted by international academic/
professional organizations, students can, without
focusing on winning prizes, benefit from expanded
international exchange.
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International design competitions also require the
participation of Judging Panel Members who are
objective, possess macro views, and are aware of
ethnic and cultural justice.
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Evolution of Fashion Trends

Around the year 2000, the prevailing fashion trend was to accentuate the art’s intrinsic value. Creators and designers
typically had very pure concepts and utilized powerful artistic language. Conversely, in 2024, numerous well-known
international brands are opting for designers who are influential on the street, e.g., using trendy brands to market
legacy brands. It can be observed that the current era of fashion is one dominated by pragmatism, street style, and
minimalism.

The evolution of fashion is highly associated with changes in social awareness. In addition to changes in gender
roles, modern people have begun to seek a more liberated style of dress. This phenomenon reflects society’s
liberation and acceptance of gender roles, which allows both men and women to freely choose their style of dress
and present their personal characteristics and social statuses. Fashion is not only an external adornment but also a
reflection of gender awareness and social dynamics.

At turning points in history, fashion revolutionaries often introduce new designs that subvert traditional images, and
these designs continue to influence the present. For example, Dior and Chanel responded to the need for women to
enter the workforce during World War | and World War Il by transforming elaborate French court styles into simpler
and more practical designs that were suitable for work, thus overturning the established image of women'’s fashion.
From the corseted hoop skirts of the 1900s to modern women’s awareness of autonomy, fashion has long been
associated with the evolution of women’s roles.

Following World War II, new concepts were put forward that drew inspiration from men’s clothing, shattering the
conventions of previous eras. Modern women placed much greater emphasis on comfort and practicality.

The changes from 1900 to 2000 were huge. Numerous social structures and ways of thinking differed from those in
earlier times. From high heels to modern sneakers, fashion reflects women’s changing roles, emphasizing
self-identity and androgyny. Overall, fashion embodies contemporary trends of thinking and social status, with the
evolution of clothing closely linked to changes in status.

Integration of Technology and Fashion

Two major trends can be found in the current fashion industry: pragmatism and sustainable development. Sustainable
design is being advocated worldwide. This is a huge change—it is not only an expression of environmental protection
but also an integrated idea or concept that is extremely crucial in the current fashion industry.

From the rise of Louis Vuitton in 2000 (the age of luxury brand fashion design) to the modern fast fashion era, the
emergence of brands such as Zara and Uniglo reflects a transformation of the fashion industry and innovations in
management methods. The key to these brands’success can be attributed to technology management and material
innovation. For example, Zara emphasized globalized production and computer control, employing a sequential
management method by which fabric was produced at Location A, products were manufactured in Location B, and
finished products were shipped to global outlets without passing through the headquarters. Meanwhile, Uniglo
focused on material innovation; because these innovations emerged in the East, where manufacturing bases were
located, conditions were ripe for Uniglo to create a material revolution, which was a crucial reason for its success.
The emergence of Zara and Uniglo overturned the operational and design methods of earlier successful brands
such as Dior, Chanel, and Louie Vuitton, because their success lay in their management methods and material

technology. Fast fashion has swept the globe and reached its peak; however, sustainability issues have followed.

In the past, consumers typically did not purchase a lot of clothes because of price issues. However, with new
technologies and different production methods, the cost of clothing has decreased, making it more affordable for
consumers. This has also led to overconsumption, and consequently, the issue of sustainability has become crucial
as the societal trend evolves.

From 2000 to 2020, due to the popularization of fast fashion, attention has increasingly been paid to sustainability.
Sustainable development has become a topic that cannot be ignored in the fashion industry. Although sustainability
is not the primary consideration for consumers when they purchase products, designers can assist consumers in
solving this problem through their designs. Designers play a vital role in material selection and design processes;
therefore, they are best positioned to address sustainability and make changes. A single thought can influence the
aesthetics, functionality, and environmental impact of a product, helping a brand to change the face of the Earth.
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The Impact of Technological Development on the Fashion Industry

In addition to sustainability issues, the fashion industry is also concerned with the impact of technology and Al on the
design field. With the widespread adoption of numerous 3D design tools and Al technologies, designers can create
clothing designs directly on a computer and communicate with the market via tools. There is no need to produce and
ship numerous proofs and samples, which saves time and reduces waste. These tools are supported by a significant
amount of artificial intelligence and technology applications, changing how the entire industry operates.

The development of this technology has not only yielded more efficient production methods but also aligns with the
concept of sustainable development. Therefore, the evolution of the fashion industry has not only been influenced
by sustainability but also driven by technology. Sustainability and technology have complemented each other, jointly
promoting the development of the industry and highlighting the importance of technology in fashion design.

Choosing Between Art and Business

Young people who intend to enter the design field should first clarify their position: whether to pursue pure artistic
creation or to integrate creativity and practicality into their designs. During the learning stage, students can express
their creativity as they wish and explore various possibilities. However, after entering the workplace, they must
confront the reality of the market. Artists pursue self-expression and contemporary significance; nevertheless,
commercial markets have different requirements. Designers must combine their creativity with practicality and
market demand, seeking an equilibrium that meets the actual needs of consumers.

Sustainable development is an important topic that cannot be ignored in the current design field. Major international
manufacturers have begun to incorporate the application of sustainable materials into product design and
production processes. In contrast, Taiwanese brands have not been sufficiently proactive about this aspect. The trend
of technification in the design industry has become increasingly manifest. From 3D design to smart manufacturing,
various novel technologies are changing the operating model of the entire industry. For young designers, mastering
these novel technologies and tools is one of the keys to future success.

In both the Taiwanese and international fashion industry, graduates entering the workforce must possess the ability
to adapt to society in addition to creativity and professional skills. In the Taiwanese market, the key to a company’s
survival lies in identifying the positions of products recognized by consumers. Both high-end products and products
with high cost-to-performance value have their own space in the market. Young people who wish to make a
difference in the fashion field must understand market demands and be able to flexibly respond to market changes
in addition to cultivating their creativity and skills. While seeking career development, they must possess a profound
understanding of the characteristics of the fashion industry and make appropriate choices according to their own
interests and positions.

Young people who wish to make a difference in the field of fashion design must have a clear understanding and
philosophy regarding their goals, sustainable development, and technology. While pursuing personal career
development, they should continue to learn and improve their skills so they can cope with changing market
demands. Only with a profound understanding of the developing trends in the industry can they stand out amidst

fierce competition and realize their dreams and goals.
Participation in International Competitions and Cultivation of International Competitiveness

Students are highly encouraged to participate in international competitions, which provide excellent opportunities
for fashion design students. Taiwan’s godfather of industrial design, Jung-ya Hsieh, described his requirements for his
works as follows: He hoped that when his works were displayed alongside other works in design competitions, they
would not be identifiable as works from Taiwan. This was one of his methods for pursuing international standards.

Participating in international competitions is an excellent and effective method of elevating oneself to a certain
position. They help students improve their works to meet international standards and enhance their competitiveness.
Although there are numerous competitions in Taiwan, participating in international competitions brings students
face-to-face with outstanding works from around the world, thereby stimulating their creativity and developing
their competitiveness. International competitions not only improve students’ technical skills but also broaden their
horizons and allow them to understand the design trends and market demands of various cultures.

International competitions typically have stringent assessment criteria, which help students raise their personal
standards and pursue higher levels of quality and creativity. Although the prize money may not be a large sum,
participating in international competitions can help students build a reputation of meeting international standards,
which is highly beneficial for future career development. Participating in international competitions is a crucial method
for improving students’ design skills, expanding their international perspective, and establishing an international
reputation. It is a valuable experience for students who hope to achieve success in the field of fashion design.
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Fig. 1: The relationship between tradition and
innovation.

ME Prosent

ik
Past

I

Future

1. Craft innovation centered on People

The crafts began with people’s daily needs, so they have been upgraded and developed to keep up with times.
Past innovations have been accumulated into the present tradition; our innovations now will become the
future’s traditions. Therefore, “the present” is an important time point where tradition and innovation meet.
In other words, the Tao (the Way) of craft design innovation means being able to grasp the present, and create
functional objects that suit modern users’ lifestyles. Craft is intimately entwined with people’s lives. In the past,
the functional objects used in people’s daily lives were all hand-made crafts, so handicrafts are to human living
as air is to human life. But people get used to these crafts, and even ignore them - just like air, they look at it but
don’t see it. However, the quality of air determines the taste of life. As a craft innovator, especially in our current
era filled with industrial products, we should think about how to help users use craftwork in their daily lives to
create their own uniqueness and manifest the taste of life. Through the structure of relationships between craft
and people’s lives, we can create uniquely “functional” beauty to enhance well-being for modern people. This is

a topic worthy of consideration for handcraft innovators.
2. Technical Significance Innovation in handcrafts

Skills are the foundation of craft, and also the cornerstone for artisans to make a living. Such skills include a
mastery of materials, tools, methods, processes, etc. required for the craft. As the times move on, and especially
with the emergence of digital technology and artificial intelligence, we need to master and upgrade our skills
in craft creation; we need to keep up with the times by appropriately applying our skills to future-oriented

innovation that aligns with modern users’ needs.

As we look back on the evolution of craft technologies, we could say that it has gone in stages, from Craft 1.0 to
Craft 4.0. The process of going from hand-made to machine-assisted production can be seen as the evolution
from Craft 1.0 to 2.0; and then the application of digitized, smart technologies can be viewed as the Craft 3.0
to 4.0 stages. The development of new manufacturing tools provides more possibilities for craft innovation,
including improvements in processing accuracy, reductions in time and labor requirements, and even forms
that can be created through advanced technologies that would have been hard to realize through manual
techniques. Therefore, as we face the evolution of craft technologies, we have to think outside the boxes of
traditional objects and processes. By analyzing basic components and incorporating use of technological tools,
we can re-construct and integrate traditional and innovative skills to transform them into new possibilities.
However, the Tao of craft innovation lies in fusing new and old techniques to create functional objects that can
align with the meanings of modern lifestyles and meet people’s modern-life needs. That is to say, in addition
to emphasizing objects’ “functional” beauty, it is more important to pay attention to whether the objects meet
people’s modern-life needs or not; we cannot just innovate for innovation’s sake. Only then can the value of

craft innovation be manifested and return to its intrinsic essence - people and craft.
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Fig. 2: Delineation of crafts.
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Fig. 3: 2023 Taiwan Craft Award — Grade 3 Medal
winner, the Nudibranch series.

3. The Tao of Innovation: “3 Stages and 5 Determinations”

To respond to the rapid advancement of craft technologies, | would like to share my “3 Stages and 5
Determinations” for the craft innovation process. In the first stage, the direction for innovation needs to be
controlled through clear “determining the meaning”. In the second stage, you have to “determine the direction
and determine the nature”, so that you can find a positioning for “determining the position”; only then can
you invest resources and give it your all to achieve the goal. In the final stage, your results need to be able to
“determine a price-point”, to find the value and market price of craft innovation. These are my three stage

and the five determinations for innovation.

That’ s why the clear definitions needed for craft innovation can be determined by exploring relationships
between fine art, craft, and design (Fig. 2):

1. Production method: If the quantity of produced items is just one or a small quantity, then those items shall
be categorized as artefacts (personalized). If the quantity can be gradually increased with the aid of process
techniques, the items may be mass-produced (standardized). Handcrafts fall somewhere between these two

categories; they may be just one piece, or they may be mass-produced.

2. Way of thinking: Fine art tends to emphasize sensibility, while design focuses more on sense. Handicrafts
are created based on intellectuality, and possess both characteristics of sensibility and sense. Artefacts pursue
personalization, uniqueness, and deep-level thinking; products, on the other hand, highlight standardization and

pay more attention to management and cost control.

3. Object characteristics: Handicrafts possess varying mixed characteristics of both artefacts and products. When
they fall on the left side of the diagram, between products and handicrafts, they are “product-type craftwork”,
in other words, suggesting that such objects are more like products. Those that fall on the right side of the
diagram, between craftwork and artefacts, are then “artefact-type craftwork”, indicating that they possess more

characteristics of artefacts.

4. Examples of craft design innovation

I would like to share some design examples in this section. By echoing the theme of 2023 Taiwan Craft Award -“Natural,
Recyclable, and Sustainable” - the Nudibranch series created by Liao Hsiu-Ling was honored with a Grade 3 Medal
(Fig. 3). The artisan incorporated digital media and artificial intelligence into this work, while upholding traditional
handicraft techniques - the very soul of sustainability. She skillfully utilize different materials in presenting these
delicate, lifelike works. By utilizing Fluorescent Colors from contemporary media and neon lights, a futuristic sense
of alien space is highlighted. The hollow bodies of the alien-looking creatures are eye-catching, attracting viewers
to peer inside. With the aid of digital media and artificial intelligence, craft works can be presented in more diverse

and unimaginable ways.

As Figure 4 shows, here the artisan made good use of the wood’s natural texture, to demonstrate the magical
power and warmth of nature. The combination of wood pieces from different tree species implies that trees of
many altitudes - from high to low - have been combined, which reveals the artisan’s deep thinking about the
natural environment. Moreover, the randomly collected natural materials have made this work unique enough
to classify it as an “artefact” (personalized). Turning to the work in Figure 5 as an example, stones and pebbles
are covered with delicate rush-woven layers created based on the local rush-weaving craft of Yuanli, Taiwan. By
covering the rough surface with fine rush layers, the stones can be used for functional purposes. For example, the
rush-woven pebbles now possess the characteristics of both rushes and pebbles, so they can be used as massage
aids or pillows to help people reduce fatigue (through the pushing, kneading or pressing of muscles); these objects
can now help people relax, physically and mentally. This indicates that the work is not only an object for aesthetic
perception and appreciation, but can also meet functional needs; in other words, it can be developed toward

becoming a “product” (standardization).
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Fig. 4: 2023 Taiwan Craft Award — Honorable
Mention Award winner Guardian Spirit of the
Mountains — Shanxiao (One-legged Mountain
Spirit).
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Fig. 5: 2023 Taiwan Craft Award — Honorable
Mention Award winner, Rush-Woven Pebbles.
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Recently, the news reported on the Sora video generator launched by OpenAl. Many people who follow Al news
were shocked, and | am one of them. Although Sora is still in the launch phase, | believe that this technology will

soon change our lives, work patterns, and ideas about the future in even larger ways.

Many possibilities exist; the future holds a great deal of uncertainty and change. With such rapid development,
the present is completely different from the past. We need to learn new skills to respond to this era’s changes.
Undoubtedly technology has changed humanity’s lives - we can see this everywhere around us, and we can clearly
sense that the impact of technological advancement on us can be both positive and negative. Moreover, in the
process of learning, we become aware of how to make good use of technology, and we achieve higher efficiencies.

These are lessons for us to learn as we move toward the future.

I have summarized the following three perspectives, in hopes that they will help us be more prepared for the future!

Observation Skills

The shaping of a perspective or the discovery of an idea comes about through Observation Skills. Observation plays
an important role in comprehending the whole of a thing, and all its different aspects. An angle of view formed
through means other than observation is like a veiled vision, which can only create a low-resolution perception
of the world’s reality. However, the point is not the level of resolution, but the difference from the reality, and the

choices available!

It is hard to imagine, but thinking patterns built based on poor observation skills are still deeply affecting us even
while we pursue an “Ultra High Definition” view of the world. With the emergence and popularity of artificial
intelligence (Al), the most common concern is whether certain industries and jobs will be “replaced”, and the
difficulty of being “original”. These are issues that face us even now. Through observation, we can discover the
most beautiful things, the deepest feelings, and the best narrative styles and experiences in the world. These are all

benefits that come from observation, and great ways to increase one’s strengths.

Training your observation skills is actually not difficult. As long as you are willing to focus on the things you are
faced with here and now in this distracting world, you will see that the effects are real, and your horizons have truly

been expanded!

Flexibility

People take it for granted that the world is always changing. However, the speed of change now is significantly
different than it has been. This is a critical point, worthy of consideration. We live in a world full of possibilities,
where new concepts are formed every day, challenging existing thinking and ideas. In this context, single-track
mindsets are too weak to cope with the future; instead, mindsets built on diversity will provide healthy ideas for

making optimal choices.

In other words, a flexible way of thinking can help you respond to fast-changing situations in a better way. It is
worth emphasizing that flexibility is not a style with no principles; instead, it requires a more rigorous selection

mechanism for one to thoroughly practice flexibility to connect with the world!

How Much You Know

The most significant benefit from accumulating knowledge is that it gives you more choices when you face
problems. Since designers in this age face far more problems than before, if your knowledge is only of a single type
and is small in extent, it will be hard for you to deal with what’s ahead. For example, if only one solution is proposed
to solve a problem, and success is not guaranteed, then the probability of success is, what, half or less? To increase
the probability of success, the key is to suggest more solutions, then find the best among them. This is exactly the

right way of thinking when facing the future.
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The logic of Al is constructed based on immense computing and reasoning. An algorithm, after all, means
“a process you try again and again”. If only one solution can be provided when solving a problem, that would be
very sad. Therefore, it is essential to accumulate knowledge that is both large in amount, and wide in variety. Don’t
bother about which type of knowledge you should pursue; just take in the knowledge you have opportunities to
explore. You never know when you will use this knowledge in the future! Accumulating knowledge, building up
your store of knowledge, is the basic barrier to overcome for that step into the future.

Do the three perspectives above have some similarities with the Al we know? This has been my process of learning
about the future, too. | have realized that to solve a problem maturely and comprehensively, if | lack enough

observation skills, how can | gain insight into the current situation and analyze the current problem?
When responding to changes in things and matters, if | only stick to old thinking patterns of the past, how can |

catch up with this ever-changing world? That’s why flexibility is a great policy for thinking outside the box and
finding the best answer.

And finally, after making constant, rapid attempts to find the best answer for a question, if we don’t have sufficient

knowledge, how can we make effective judgments that will support us in making the right choices?

These are the lessons we need to learn when facing the future.
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| am Shi-Kai Tseng. | started my journey in design at Ming Chuan University’s Department of Product Design, and
earned my master’s degree from NTUST College of Design. Through the Ministry of Education’s Overseas Training
Program for Elite Artists and Designers, | went to the Royal College of Art (RCA) in London for further study. After
graduation, in 2011, | started my own business in London. There, | worked on product design and development,
design art, branding, exhibition curation, and other related business tasks. Currently, | serve as an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Industrial Design, Shih Chien University.

In late 2023, | was invited by Kaohsiung City Government’s Bureau of Cultural Affairs to curate an international
exhibition section for the annual student joint graduation exhibition, the Youth Innovative Design Festival. When |
worked on the preliminary part of the proposal, | tried to get an overview of the development of Taiwan’s design
education system, and changes in the overall social environment in recent years. | summarized two points which |
think are worth contemplating, and may be helpful for students currently engaged in the study of design.

1. What is the purpose of design?

Generally speaking, Taiwan society pays much attention to commercial value and efficiency. This emphasis has been
extended to all areas of education, of course including different types of design. In this context, university has become
a field for “professional exploration and fundamental technical training”; the only way to build technical abilities in
design is to practice a lot. If that is the case, do students have opportunities to get close to the objects of their design
service through industry-academia or onsite visits? | think the answer might be “No”. Therefore, “simulated” proposals
based on design competition themes or topics given by teachers became the focus of training. However, when
proposals and concept competitions are only carried out based on “simulation” rather than actually getting into the
industry, market, and user groups, and then this continues over time, we become paralyzed and lose our passion for
design; our thinking becomes ossified, considering design to just be a rigid set of processes or steps.

When | served as a judge for a large domestic design competition last year, | remember deeply that one student
had two or three works shortlisted in the competition. One proposal was focused on integrating technology into
a children’s educational toy. Judges were all eager to see the functioning model, which would demonstrate the
software/hardware integration. Unfortunately, the proposal was only accompanied by a visual mockup, without
any interface nor functional model displayed. It was such a pity. Another work presented by the student was a type
of paper-constructed temporary toilet combined with airdrop aid boxes, designed to respond to recent war refugee
issues. In this design, plant seeds are embedded in cardboard boxes, where excreta, acting like fertilizer, provides
nutrients for the seeds to grow. Putting aside the question of whether these concepts are innovative or not, as a
proposal for graduation design exhibition, the design was only a graphical presentation. It did not explore in depth
questions like “How do you implement this?”, “
was no functioning model to confirm the design’s feasibility. With these kinds of issues, it may not be easy to gain
access to domestic organizations or interested parties; it could be hard to get interviews for collaboration with users
and sponsoring organizations needed for the kinds of long-term partnerships to realize the design’s true value.

Who are the stakeholders?”, or “Is it materially feasible?”. And there

Those two examples are a real representation of what is happening with design students in Taiwan: Design becomes
shallow creative idea contests, without sufficient consideration of the design’s users, manufacturing, feasibility, costs,
and so on. Such an approach indeed played a mainstream role 20 years ago. Now, though, | deeply feel that this is the
wrong direction.

“Who the heck are we designing for? What the heck are we designing for?”
Prize-winning is just a process; it should not be an end goal!

If all our design behaviors don’t create positive cycles or receive positive feedback (by which | don’t mean temporary
honors like prize-winning, but the positive feedback received from users or commercial support gained from the
market), we will fall into a sense of emptiness - the emptiness of not knowing what we are designing for. Design then
becomes a kind of empty aesthetic perception and conceptual evaluation. The worst thing is that with the flourishing
development of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies that we see around us, aesthetic perception and concepts will
become cheaper and cheaper.

2. Technology Anxiety

With the advancement of technology and tools over the past decades, we can say that Design has become an
easier job, but a more difficult task as well. What makes it easier is that the barriers to entry have been lowered, and
outstanding designs can be spread in a highly efficient way. People who are new to the design field can, without
having to understand any background knowledge, rapidly enhance their aesthetic perception abilities just by copying.
They can even create complete, above-average works with the aid of technology.

In 2016, Alibaba, China’s leading e-commerce group, initiated the Luban Al-based design tool to produce 170
million product display ads for the Double 11 Shopping Festival. It was claimed that product clickthrough rates had
increased by 100%. Several years later, Luban was renamed Lu-ban; it became a paid tool for e-commerce customers
to significantly reduce graphic designers’ repetitive work, and help companies shorten the time needed for product
launch. Elon Musk unveiled the Optimus robot prototype on Tesla’s Al Day in August 2022; Jensen Huang announced
the Project GROOT at Nvidia’s annual GPU Technology Conference (GTC) in March 2024, and declared the advent of the
Al-robot era. The development of Al computing, automated production and robots has reminded us that humans have
been constantly pursuing productivity increases since at least the Industrial Revolution; repetitive tasks have gradually
been replaced. From production line workers, to workers in front of computers, it seems that any task that can be
automated, will be automated, without mercy.
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" Tasks that | hope Al can do - cooking, cleaning, laundry, taking out the trash, cleaning cat’s litter box, doing
chores, and working to make money. What Al is doing now - chatting, drawing, writing, composing music,
playing games--- | really want to beat it up!” - Japanese Twitter user @gunka0111 on X.

Well, that won’t be the case, will it? | also want to argue that if tasks such as daily chores, work, entertainment,
creation, etc. are all done by Al, what else can we do?

It is interesting that once we start thinking about this, we may find some things that can only be done by us! In terms
of industrial design, in addition to fulfilling users’ needs, it is also necessary to consider Differentiation in Business”.
In fact, Differentiation has been deeply embedded in the fundamental logic of human DNA. “Is there anything that we
can do but Al can’t do, or will not be able to do in the near future?”

As mentioned in the book A/ 2041: Ten Visions for Our Future (authors: Lee Kai-fu and Chen Qiufan; publisher,
Commonwealth Publishing Company), humans’ “creativity”, “empathy” and “flexibility” are some elements that will
not be able to be replaced by Al or robots in the near future. To put it another way, our value can be fully manifested in
these aspects, particularly the first two — and those are precisely the qualities that a good industrial product designer
should possess! And what if we could only pick one of those? Then | would first choose “empathy”, and after that,
“creativity”.

What | want to express is that this is not only an era of Al, but also an era of Humanity. Being pushed by the trend of
new technological development, we should eventually think in depth about humans’ value and the significance of
being alive, rather than being tied up with repetitive work. This also implies that the job of design will become harder
and harder than it was in the past, as it needs to emphasize more and more the Value that such design manifests. | had
a student named Ho, Yi-Shao who graduated in 2023. Influenced by a family member’s teaching job at a school and
Ho’s own interest in music, my student had been thinking about ways to help his family. One day, an idea popped into
his mind:

“Why do we only use recorders for music education classes?”

He did interviews as research, and found that considerations of affordability have caused public schools to set price
limits for musical instruments. To solve this issue, incorporating contemporary trends in education and integrating
three subjects of “Technology in Daily Life”, “Art”, and “Music”, he designed a set of inter-disciplinary open-source
electronic musical instrument curriculum modules. With cardboard, acrylic board, and manufactured electronic
components (all costing no more than NT$250), a 16-key piano, electronic drum, or electronic guitar can be created.
Additionally, in the development and design process, he conducted at least two testing-oriented workshops to adjust
the curriculum’s difficulty, based on the feedback given by primary school teachers and students. This design was
recognized with a Taiwan Young Pin Design Award, Golden Concept Design Award, and the James Dyson Award in
Taiwan. | have been thinking that this project possesses even more possibilities and room for further development;
but unfortunately, Yi-Shao had other plans after graduation, and was unable to bring this design to the next stage.

Let me come back to the topic of the Youth Innovative Design Festival exhibition. In order to make the topic easy to
understand, | and the other writers have modified the arguments down to two critical concepts - “For what do we
design?” and “Technology Anxiety”. Those two concepts had been too deeply buried. However, | still hope that these
two concepts can be shared through other means, and that more people can become aware of what I have observed.
Moreover, | also sincerely hope that when presenting proposals for design competitions, you can focus more deeply on
solutions that truly solve problems by real users, rather than thinking about strategies to win prizes. When facing future
challenges, the next generation of designers will need strong Empathy to identify users’ potential needs, and will need
to use Creativity to present proposals that will help users enjoy better lives. In addition, you should use every means at
your disposal to make your valuable design proposals a reality - don’t keep your work locked up in portfolios!
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Music Out of the Box - An open-source music
teaching aid for kids (provided byHo, Yi-Shao).
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Secret Strat “A” for
Character Animation

Knock-Knock Animation B1= &8
Animation Director at
Knock-Knock Animation
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Nick Chuang
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Disney Tsum-Tsum CM

# Disney BER2RIINAT Kt EBTESHE
Disney Tsum-Tsum CM

Designed exclusive themed animations for the
full range of Disney Princesses.

Hi! I’'m Nick Chuang, Knock-Knock Animation studio's animation director. | graduated from the College of Design
at National Taiwan University of Science and Technology. My student animation project “The Magical Eyeball”
(2009) has received Germany’s Red Dot Design Award and several international film festival awards. This work is
also the first work from Taiwan to be an Official Selection in Austria’s Prix Ars Electronica Animation Festival, a
top-level event in this field. My later animation projects - “Switch Man” (2015), “My Son NN” (2018), and “Mazu
Pilgrimage” (2020) - have been shown at 220 film festivals and won more than 40 awards. My works had been
screened in 15 countries: Taiwan, the US, Canada, France, the UK, Germany, Japan, Italy, Spain, Austria, Russia,

South Korea, the Czech Republic, Brazil, and Mexico.

My studio specializes in playful character design and performance animation. Our designs’ cute style and eye-
catching creativity closely adheres to business thinking, attracting many international brands to partner with
us: Disney, LINE, Morinaga, Tencent Games, Vieshow Cinemas, Muvie Cinemas, Pandora, Bondee, and more. Our
commercial works “Moloka” (2022) and “The Multiverse of Happy Generation” (2023) won the New York Film
Awards and several gold awards. Knock-Knock's works have garnered nearly 300 international awards,
awards-nominations, and selections in international film festivals, breaking the award record for single

animated short films in Asia.

| remember that the first animation work | submitted to an international film festival was “The Magical Eyeball”,
which | created in 2008 before | graduated from NTUST College of Design. Several years later, | developed
the concept for my second work “Switch Man” (2015), which has received 205 awards, awards-nominations
and shortlisting in many film festivals, breaking the award record for a single animated short film in Asia. My
third work, “My Son NN” (2018), and fourth work, “Mazu Pilgrimage” (2020), have received more than 250
international film festival awards and shortlist selections. So far, Knock-Knock’s original video animation
“Moloka” (2022) and commercial animation “The Multiverse of Happy Generation” (2023) have won nearly 300
international awards, and that number is still rising. I’ m pretty sure now it may not be just luck. Seems like we
must have “gotten something right” for our original video animations and commercial animations to win so

many international awards.

There are four general concepts that | would like to share with you:

What story themes are most likely to win awards?

I remember the first film festival | participated in was SIGGRAPH Asia held in Japan. The huge selection of works
from different countries and in different genres really amazed me. Lots and lots of really interesting “stories that
would never appear in Taiwan” appeared in that international film festival. That surprised me: How could there
be so many fun, boundary-less ideas that could be turned into stories? It reminded me of when I was studying
at university, and how we would always hear that works with themes related to Taiwanese culture were more
likely to win awards. When | was a judge in some big competitions in Taiwan, I'd often see that a lot of stories
were indeed restricted to some specific themes, which was a pity indeed. What | want to say here is, it’s not that
culture-oriented topics are bad. What | want to stress is that the culture-oriented topics are good, but there
are still many other topics or stories that also need to be opened up and encouraged, to develop that strong,

diversified competitiveness.

MOLOKA

MSBLREYERRREHES 29 CRNOKE
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MOLOKA

A space-travel-themed animated short film that
has won awards from 29 film festivals, including
being recognized as Best Animation at the Los
Angeles Film Awards (LAFA).
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Mazu Pilgrimage

A themed short film created during the
COVID-19 pandemic, to inspire and encourage
people; has won six Gold Awards, including
Germany's Red Dot Design Award.
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Mr.Cloudy G | Mr. Cloudy's Infinite Inspiration
Knock-Knock launches new IP for the cloud
world.

)

My opinions are as follows: If you want your work to be warm, then it needs a sufficient degree of
infectiousness. If you want to touch people, then you need plot elements that make people shed tears
embedded within the design. If your design is focused on humor or laughs, then you have to make people feel
happy. If you want to specially highlight your super cool visual effects, then they have to be cool that people
want to fall down in admiration. To sum up, every style and subject has things that could make it awesome. As
long as you can identify and properly present them, any theme has a high chance of winning.

Moving people is the most fundamental rule

Once you’ve chosen your theme, the next step is to analyze what the essential elements are to move your
audience! This is a very important step, because creating animations and stories is not about making things
for yourself or your echo chamber. There may be thousands or tens of thousands of works submitted in an
international film festival, which the judging panel needs to review within a short period of time. That means
we need to design our films well, so that every second, every scene, possesses hooks that can touch people.
Make it so that viewers are naturally directed into the animation’s story, evoking vivid emotions. This is not

limited to international film festivals; you’ll achieve the same effects in commercial works.

About Appeal

We all know that it is very important to make a work appealing. But the term “appealing” used here doesn't just
refer to being cute. It’s also got to make people really like the thing, really love it. To create appealing elements,
stories, emotions, background music, visual effects, performance, and story beats, you need purposeful
design. An animation needs many appealing elements if it's going to make people want to watch it, and then
possibly remember it. It requires a lot of observation and effort to achieve true appeal. When we find a good
video on the Internet, we tend to just click the follow button; we “just feel like” we “already got it”. Adding a
video to your playlist doesn’t mean you understand that good work. Instead, to understand what’s good, you
need to analyze and deconstruct the work; then you need to practice and learn from those elements, so you
can gradually internalize them and become part of your own abilities. Only then will you be able to identify,

retrieve, and utilize the superpower of appeal.

In fact, | have a lot more to share about international film festivals. There’s no single 100% guaranteed-winning
strategy; however, grasping some good approaches will indeed enhance your chances of winning. | encourage
every one of you who loves character animation to really pour your heart into your work. By doing the right
things with the right methods, your work will convey the warmth you want to give people. | hope that Taiwan

will have more and more new works giving off sparks and warmth on the international stage.

Jumping Outside Yourself

Egotism may be 70% of creating a work. However, if you want to touch people and win awards, you have to
jump outside of this 70% frame to figure out better strategies. For example, where do you need to put the
laughs? Where does the drama come in? What styles most easily bring out your theme? A plot point may touch
you, but will it touch your audience, too? Have you fallen into self-satisfied screenwriting? If the answer is “Yes”,
you may end up aimlessly, randomly submitting for thousands of international competitions in a scattershot
way. Even if you are lucky enough to be selected, it will be very difficult for you to find a foot in the door at
festivals in other different countries. That’s why, you'll discover, a really outstanding work will be recognized in
any film festival, whatever the festival’'s home country or focus. Perhaps we should pay as much attention as

possible to what these successful works get right.

THE MULTIVERSE OF HAPPY GENERATION
BSHNBYEBRREIXRARNABEFS
HRHE

THE MULTIVERSE OF HAPPY GENERATION

An opening animation for an annual brand

conference that has won awards in three film
festivals, including the New York Film Awards.

LINE BANK | NEW YEAR ANIMATION

# LINE Bank |REtBOMEBEE £

Line Bank | New Year Animation

New Year anicard designed for LINE Bank.
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Origins of the Project

Since 2003, the government has been implemenating palickes 10

BRRREOMERESLENEN BRREMEZERLERIFR

promole Taiwaen's cuftural and creatnee industraes. A% part of the plan,

the Ministry of Education launched “The Project of Art and Design

Talent Cultivation,” which includes “The Award Incentive Program for 2024 E;ﬁéi;-g%-.l. X %E%ﬁi’l’:

Encouraging University/College Stedems 10 Participate in Indernational

it and Design Contests” This propect aims to achiove the goal of art REERE 12024108268 (X) £11848 ()
and design talent cultivation in wniversities and colleges, nurture BHHEL ¢ ZFEE Universidad Autonomo de Queretaro
international art and design talent, and connect this pood of talent with BERED : FEFEL FESES

the infernational community by encouraging unsversity and college
students fo compele in intermational competitions,  Therefore,
incentives ane cifered to encourage art and design students in Taksan 1o
participate in international compditions. In doing so, thay can brarn as
they prepare for he compaotitions, impnove their art and design works,
dewolop a global perspective, and enhanog thair prodessionalism,
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